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How-To Articles by area Craftspeople

Simple sand and a few grams of chemicals become
glowing art in a glass blowing shop located just off
McConnell Street in Jefferson. The white-painted struc-

ture with a view of Mount Jefferson holds a state-of-the-
art glass studio, owned by Ding Denlinger. Most of the

equipment in the studio from scratch. The shop is in full swing,
creating beautiful tumblers, paperweights and other decorative and

functional items that can be seen in galleries around the area.
As the days chill down toward winter, New River Glass is be a toasty

place to visit. The main furnace is a dome-topped three-foot cylinder
with a thick firebrick door that slides smoothly aside, emitting a blast of
heat and yellow light, and revealing its glowing heart: a tank almost two
feet wide and deep containing 160 pounds of molten crystal glass. It is
charged with dry chemicals that are heated to 2,350 degrees Fahrenheit
by gas burners over two days to melt them and remove air bubbles, and
will run constantly for months at a time when the shop is in full produc-

continued on page 10
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IN THIS ISSUE: A look at De Pree Studio & a new print page 3
Ashe Arts Map pages 8 & 9 • Fossils in Jewelry page 7

 Splendor in the Glass:

Hot glass, cool designs by
local artist
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Blueberry Hill
 Rubber
Stamps

Classes & Demos Available

call 336-246-7729
for more information

1003 Round Knob Ridge Rd.
West Jefferson

• Lots of Rubber Stamps!

• Inks

• Papers

• Heat Guns

• Embossing Powders

• Magazines

• Light Bulb Ornaments

• “Santa Gourds”

• “Puffkins” Dealer

Lynn P. Cox says:

“Nothing says more than a handmade card!”

Claude and Vicki
of Ram Pottery

Our little store is right
downtown West Jefferson and
if somehow you miss it, just
ask directions to the “weird
pottery store”.

We are a family of com-
pletely self taught potters. We
didn’t learn from family or tu-
tor under any other potters.
Our work was not directly in-
fluenced by anyone else, and
probably seems different be-
cause we have more or less
learned everything as we went.

We enjoy creating a large
variety of pottery, from tradi-
tional style ash glazed pieces
such as face jugs and chick-
ens, as well as functional ware
like yellow ware, redware,
stoneware, large decorated
platters, pitchers, etc. Many
nontraditional pieces are also
made. This is where the real
fun begins—from Uncle Sam
riding razorbacks, cats riding

on alligators, farmers and Aunt
Jemimas, to giant turkeys and
hogs.

We are in the process of
building a new pottery on our
riverfront property. The new pot-
tery is overlooking the oldest
river in the world (the New River),
and is surrounded by a rugged ,
pristine setting of wildflowers,
mountain laurel and cliffs.

Claude was born in Boone,
NC in 1939 and was living near
Asheville working for Southern
Bell when he met Vicki. She
was born in Augusta, GA in
1956 and married Claude in
1987 and moved to NC.
Claude’s son Ryan was born in
Asheville in 1979.

We have been working
with clay for 10 years, and we
have to say, it has been the
most rewarding and enjoyable
thing we have ever done.

We discovered that pottery
is a never ending journey; and
the overwhelming joy arrived
when we realized the path it-
self was the reward. 

Meet the Potters

• Always stamp on a firm sur-
face.

• Press stamp firmly without
"rocking."

• Clean stamps with a damp
cloth, wet paper towels, or a
paint edger pad that is
dampened with water. On
the pad, gently twist stamp
and dry on a cloth.

• Store inkpads upside down
to keep the ink at the sur-
face (dye pads only!) If you
have glitter on your stamps
use a piece of tape to pull it
off.

• Store stamps on flat surface
to avoid smashing rubber
and making creases. Inex-
pensive lucite box frames
work well. Avoid direct sun-
light or heat.

• After coloring a stamp with
brush makers, moisten the
stamp by exhaling one long
slow breath (huffing) This
will help to reactivate any
color which may have dried.

Stampin' Good
Tips And Ideas

• When inking a stamp with a
rainbow pad, press stamp up
and down in the same area
to avoid "muddying" the col-
ors

• On some of the bold surface
area stamps (i.e. Posh
stamps), ink may puddle. If
this should happen, try gen-
tly rubbing a smooth pum-
ice stone, pumice sponge or
an emery block to remove the
silicone coating. Then rise
with water and dry

• Stamp on glossy paper for a
bold dramatic effect. Use
only dye pads on glossy pa-
per unless you plan to em-
boss it. Pigment inks will not
dry on glossy paper unless
embossed.

Try different kinds of paper—
other than matte and glossy
cards:
Natural and Earthtone Cover

Stock Paper
Black Cover Stock Paper
Linen Stationery
Die-Cut Boxes and Baskets

Lynn P. Cox, owner of Blueberry Hill Arts & Crafts, in-
vites everyone to discover the world of rubber stamps. It’s not
just for greeting cards any more. Even though you can’t draw
a straight line, you can still create beautiful graphics for
hundreds of uses. A few ideas:
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ment. The neck is
shaped with paddle or
jack, and an uneven
lip may be trimmed
with shears, the glass
bending like caramel
as it is cut, but cool-
ing on its way to the
floor to shatter with a
musical tinkle.

In the studio's
storage area, bars of
colored glass from
Germany wait to be
drawn into rods,
twists or chips. Some
with coloring so con-
centrated to appear
almost black, they
will provide accents to
the shapes produced
by Denlinger, items
such as ornaments,
bowls, goblets, glass
beads and paperweights.

 Denlinger is known also
for her 18th Century reproduc-
tion pottery, such as tankards,
jugs, and sculptures like roost-
ers and sheep or pig pull-toys.
Her pottery is thrown on the
wheel as well as formed with

crystal, creating veils and
shapes within the glass whose
final appearance will not be
evident for many hours. After
the item is finished
and stiffens at about
1,700 degrees, it
must be cooled
slowly, or annealed;
the thicker the glass,
the longer the time
required; a paper-
weight may take up
to 30 hours to cool.

For a hollow
form, such as a tum-
bler or a Christmas
ornament, Ding
blows firmly into the
nylon mouthpiece of
the blowpipe, and develops a
bubble in the glass gather. The
glass is always in motion, ro-
tating, keeping it centered on
the pipe. Periodically she places
the glass in the glory hole to
keep it workable, balancing be-
tween collapse and stiffness.
She may change the shape with
paddle or block, even twirl the

heavy blowpipe like a baton to
lengthen the form, or roll it on
the marver for a cylinder. Metal
forms can give the glass bubble
shapes or ridges that will be
retained, though softened and

modified, throughout the pro-
cess. Once the basic shape is
achieved, a punty or "pontil" is
attached to what will be the foot
of the piece. The scratch of a
file and a tap separates the
tumbler from the end of the
blowpipe, and the glass goes
back to the glory hole for re-
heating and further refine-

Splendor in the Glass
continued from page 10

and her latest major work, Bar-
ber Shop. Lenore relates that
during her research for the
painting she paid a visit to one
of the bastions of local male
culture to take pictures. “I fi-
nally told them to pretend I was
invisible,” she relates. “I told
them ‘don’t smile as me, wave
or try to be polite—ignore me!”
There are fifteen recognizable
portraits of local folk in the
painting.

The prints for Barber Shop
will be out in early November,
says Lenore, and there is al-
ready a waiting list for the
painting that immortalizes a
West Jefferson landmark which
will be forever changed by the
construction taking place for
the AF Bank building.

Lenore’s paintings may be
modeled after the 15th Cen-
tury, but her feet are planted
firmly in the 21st, with her own
website, at www.depreestudio.com.
She says that the site is a pow-
erful tool as an online cata-
logue and brochure, and serves
as a “validation stamp” with
young people.

De Pree Studio & Gallery
continued from page 1

Lenore De Pree at home.

slab techniques and hand-
modeling the sculptural forms.
The pieces are often colored
with oxides as well as glazed.

For more information,
call 246-4404, or the Ashe
County Arts Council at 246-
ARTS. 

lost province
productions

• graphic design
• typesetting
• web page design
• two and three

dimensional
artistic creations

 112 N. Jefferson Ave • West Jefferson

(336) 246-5658 •  www.lostprovince.com

The gallery seems to at-
tract local folk and out-of-town
visitors equally, says Lenore,
with visitors coming from as far
away as London, England.
“They wanted me to come to
London to do a show,” Lenore
says, “but I don’t want to
travel—everything I want is
right here!” 

We’ve moved: but not far, and
we’re still ready to help you with

your design needs!

Adding colorant to hot glass.

Putting a final twist to an ornament.
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T
 he art you find in this gallery
may seem at first glance to come
from a different world. Lenore
De Pree’s style is adapted from

Persian painting focusing on the period from
1400 to 1600. Most of the original examples of
this ancient painting are
treasured in art museums around the world.

But the themes of De Pree’s colorful fantasy
painting are drawn from the present day lives
of people who live in the North Carolina
mountains—people harvesting Christmas
trees, picking berries, canoeing, quilting,
playing country music, raising cattle, riding
horses and more.

Come and see art history brought to
life in America today!

“The Barber Shop” coming early November! Size: 27” x 17.5” Price: $75

De Pree Studio & Gallery
Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00—5:00

Saturday 9:00—4:00

Blue Ridge Mountain life presented in a style inspired by classic Persian art from 1400 to 1600 A.D.

Coffee, music, art books, a bubbling fountain and art in progress.

Lenore and Gordon De Pree
109 N. Jefferson Ave. • West Jefferson, NC
336-246-7399 • Toll Free 877-639-5808

web: http://www.depreestudio.com

• Original Oils
• Exceptional Prints
• Colorful Posters
• Exquisite Notecards
• Persian Rugs
• Unique Music Boxes

      De Pree Studio

and
Gallery
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During the late 19th Cen-
tury, a slender shoot of a rail-
road began to grow near
Abingdon, Virginia. Over the
next decade or two it grew,
reaching Damascus in 1905 as
the V-C, or Virginia- Carolina
Railroad. It continued to grow,
becoming more profitable, and
by 1918 it had become the
Abingdon Branch of the Nor-
folk and Western. It eventually
reached across Whitetop
Mountain through West Jeffer-
son to a sturdy little town
called Elkland, North Carolina,
and had acquired the nick-
name "the Virginia Creeper."
The path of the railway aver-
aged 7 curves to the mile, and
in the 55 miles or so between
Abingdon and West Jefferson
crossed 108 bridges. The ter-

Todd Area Parks
and The Virginia
Creeper rain and the heavy loads kept

the train's speeds low and the
name appropriate. Initially
hauling timber out of the high
country's stands of chestnut,
white pine and hardwoods,
passengers later shared the
line, sightseeing among the
rhododendron and mountain
laurel blossoms in the spring
and the changing leaves dur-
ing autumn. The Virginia
Creeper put down deep roots
over the years among the
people of the mountains, pro-
viding a dependable connection
with the outside world with
mail, coal and dry goods, and
transportation to the hospital
at Abingdon, the nearest medi-
cal facility until after World War
II.

The line survived fire and
flood, but succumbed to eco-
nomic pressures in the middle

Railroad Grade Road • Todd

(336) 877-1067  •  Mon–Sat 7–7 • Sun 12–5

Recapture a time when life was simple and
genuine. Come meet the mountain folks and
listen to tales of the “railroad days” when

Todd was the largest town in Watauga and Ashe
counties. Browse through memorabilia from the
early 1900’s as well as contemporary crafts,
antiques and collectibles and the Old Time Candy
Shop. Grab a picnic lunch to enjoy while relaxing
on the banks of the New River

Proudly Serving the
Todd Community
since 1914

of the century. The timber
dwindled, and the Creeper lost
the twenty miles of its length
between Elkland (now Todd)
and West Jefferson in 1933. By
the '70's, the Virginia Creeper
ran only once a year as a fall
foliage special. By the end of
the decade, the tracks had
been torn up. An era and a way
of life was gone. An effort was
made in '77 to revive the rail
line by concerned citizens in
Washington and Grayson
Counties of Virginia and Wa-
tauga County in North Caro-
lina, but to no avail.

It seemed that the beauti-
ful scenery that could be seen
from the Virginia Creeper's
path would be seen only by the
birds and deer, but about that
time there sprang up a non-
profit organization called the
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy. In
almost every southern state,
old railway right-of-ways were
being converted to paths that
carried bikers, joggers, hikers
and horses.

The Virginia group rescued
the Abingdon to Whitetop sec-
tion of the Creeper line, turn-
ing it into a multi-purpose trail
used by equestrians, hikers
and mountain bikes. The line
crosses the Appalacian Trail
near Damascus, with a cinder-
based trail surface.

A few years ago, a segment
of North Carolina NOW was
filmed by NC Public Television.
Trail property owners were in-
terviewed, and the crew re-
searched the economic impact
of the trail in Damascus and
Abingdon. North Carolinians
are big users of the Virginia
Creeper trail. At present, they
bypass Ashe County to get to
the trail.

A group of Ashe County

residents, in conjunction with
Region D, the New River Com-
munity Partners and the
D.O.T., is presently conducting
a feasability study for convert-
ing the section of the Creeper
pathway between Todd and
West Jefferson for a similar
trail. “It would be a win-win
situation,” says Joe Morgan,
owner of the Todd General
Store, and part of the group
interested in the project. “A
bike trail is an environmentally
and family friendly use for the
land, and people who use bike
trails are people who take care
of their own bodies.” If the Vir-
ginia Creeper Trail were opened
up again, it would create a 77
mile bicycle trail from
Abingdon, Virginia to Todd.
“It’s a huge jigsaw puzzle,” says
Morgan. The right of way re-
verted to the original landown-
ers in North Carolina when the
railroad left, and so the final
decision whether the project
goes forward is up to them.

Also under way is the con-
version of an island two miles
from the General Store in the
South Fork of the New River
into a park with a mile-long
hiking trail and picnic areas.
The funds for the project are
being raised by the local
Ruritan Club, who have al-
ready raised $12,000 of the
$25,000 needed to purchase
the half-mile long island. A
landscape architect is being
consulted to plan the project,
which will involve plantings of
native plants with educational
identification displays. Unoffi-
cially named Todd Island Park,
the site would provide what is
known as passive recreation,
and help relieve some of the
walking traffic on Railroad
Grade Road. 

 In the early days of the
area, Ashe County was known
as the “lost provinces” because
of its lack of a road system. It
was said that “the only way to
get in or out of the county
during the winter was to be
born or die.”

Well, modern roads have
helped somewhat, and the
advent of the Internet has
really enabled Ashe County

residents to join the “Informa-
tion Age.”

Lost Province Productions,
with an associated company
Lost Province Multimedia,
provide professional, creative
website design and hosting at
reasonable rates. Contact them
for full details and they can
help with your move to
cyberspace.
www.lostprovince.com

Finding the Lost Province
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cleared, they had a new gallery,
studio, storage room and hos-
pitality  area on the main floor
from which to greet art lovers.

A splashing water
garden and
greenery bright-
ens one corner of
the gallery. Black
wrought iron ac-
cents bring out
the new white
walls, and com-
fortable seating
areas allow visi-
tors to relax and
enjoy the array of
Lenore’s paint-
ings and prints,
and take in her

unique vision.
After spending ten years in

Saudi Arabia, Lenore became
interested in Persian miniature
painting. It can be compared to
the manuscript illumination
produced in the West during
the middle ages, and indeed,
the style is evident in the Syriac
Evangelistiaries, early copies of
the New Testament that were

produced in Syria. The style
was prevalent from 1400 to
1600 A.D., and followed strict
religious conventions that were
in force during the time. It was
considered idolatry to draw or
paint anything too accurately;
objects were not allowed to cast
a shadow, and modern laws of
perspective were ignored.
Paintings in this style are char-
acterized by high horizons, and
objects are seemingly stacked
on top of one another. It looks
deceptively primitive, but the
style is very geometric, mea-
sured and organized.

De Pree has continued to
apply this style to Appalachian
country scenes with the paint-
ings “Little Buffalo Creek”,
“Buck Mountain Road” and

“Appalachian Tapestry”.
Barns, trees and cattle are
painted as they might have ap-
peared to the eye of a Persian
court painter in the 15th Cen-
tury. Exotic-looking inscrip-
tions painted into the design
identify the subject and give a
further Persian feel to the
works. De Pree recommends
turning the images upside
down to see the “geometric
bones” of the paintings.

Even during the construc-
tion period, Lenore has been
busy, painting Picking Berries
on the Meadow, Tobacco Auc-
tion, now privately owned, 2
Checker Players, First Hair Cut,

De Pree Studio and
Gallery will be cel-
ebrating its second

anniversary this December 5.
Lenore and Gordon
discovered the High
Country in 1990,
and decided to move
up here full time in
1995. In June of
1998 they had a vi-
sion for a new studio
and gallery in West
Jefferson that would
display her distinc-
tive paintings and
prints to their best
advantage. They
bought the brick
storefront at 109
North Jefferson Avenue and
began the grueling but joyous
process of transformation,
completely gutting the struc-
ture and rebuilding the 1,800
square foot building. They re-
moved the old ceilings and re-
turned them to their original 13
foot height and restored the
shine to the 1930-vintage hard-
wood floor. When the dust

De Pree Studio & Gallery

Mantels & More
JACK & KITTY BREIDENBACH
CUSTOM WOODWORKING • IMPRESSIONISTIC QUILTING

P.O. Box 1755
405 S. Jefferson Ave.

W. Jefferson, NC 28694 • 336-246-8003
e-mail jbreidenbach@skybest.com

web: www.mantelsandmore.com

FIREPLACE MANTELS

BUTCHER BLOCK TABLES

CUSTOM MOULDINGS

SLEIGH TABLES

QUILT HANGERS

FURNITURE

QUILTS

WALL HANGINGS

PATTERNS

LESSONS

WOODS:
OAK • MAPLE

WALNUT • CHERRY

MAHOGANY

CHESTNUT

& MORE

The studio is designed for
comfort and conversation.

A dramatic but comfortable space.

Welcome to De Pree
Studio & Gallery!

continued on page 15
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theArts Companion Calendar:
October
Mid-Autumn Foliage Peak Season
• 2 & 3. 8th Annual "Studio Hop", "Art On The Side"

The Arts Center will be open on October 2, 1 to 5 p.m.
on Saturday there is a variety of artists' exhibits and
demonstrations

• 7-11/19 --9 am-4 pm - Exhibit: Martha Gimlin. Ashe
County Arts Council. 246-ARTS

• 9 --9 am - Todd New River Festival. 877-1067
• 10 --Guided Canoe Trips. New River State Park. 982-

2587
• 22 --Jeff Little & Guests, Ashe Civic Center
• 23 --Todd Wright Quartet, Ashe Civic Center
• 29 --Fashion Show, Ashe Civic Center

November
• 5 --Wayne Clawson as Mark Twain, Ashe Civic Center
• 6 -- Blue Ridge Music Theatre: Rock Bottom
• 12 --Barbershop Show, Ashe Civic Center
• 13 --9 am-4 pm - Jefferson United Methodist Church

Bazaar. 246-9512
• 13 --Holiday Parade. West Jefferson. 246-9550
• 13 --10 am-3 pm - Chamber Open House. Ashe Cham-

ber & Visitors Center. 246-9550
• 13 --Blue Ridge Music Theatre: Dowden Sisters, Wolfe

Brothers, Ashe Civic Center
• 18-12/18 --9 am-4 pm - Exhibit: Food, Glorious Food!

Ashe County Arts Council. 246-ARTS
• 19-20 --9 am-5 pm - Christmas Bazaar. Ashe Senior Cen-

ter. 246-4347
• 27 --Blue Ridge Music Theatre: Rock Bottom, Ashe Civic

Center

December
• 4 --Blue Ridge Music Theatre: Wayne Henderson,

Grayson Highland, Ashe Civic Center
• 4 --10 am-4 pm - Holiday Open House. Ashe County

Arts Council. 246-ARTS
• 4 --10 am-3 pm - Chamber Christmas Open House. Ashe

Chamber and Visitors Center. 246-9550
• 5 $ --2 pm.-6 pm - Christmas Tour of Homes. Ashe Civic

Center. 246-4483
• 5 --7:30 pm - Concert: Ashe County Choral Society. Ashe

County Arts Council. 246-ARTS
• 12 --Warrensville Community Choir, Ashe Civic Center
• 19 --Victory Christian Church, Ashe Civic Center
• -- Millennium Party. Jefferson Landing. 246-4483
• 31 -- Millennium Dance, Ashe Civic Center

the Civil War. The union fi-
nanced the war by issuing rev-
enue stamps which were
required on virtually all busi-
ness papers of any kind --
notes, drafts, bills, checks, etc.
The government required that
the revenue stamps be "can-
celed" with a notation of the
date and the name of the per-
son canceling them. Clearly
this procedure was a real pain.
It was tedious and slow and
begged for some type of tech-
nology to come to the rescue.
It isn't difficult to imagine the
instant popularity with which
the first mechanical hand
stamps were met.

The early days of rubber
stamps and their creation are
inextricably entwined with
those of early dentistry. Around
the same time that Goodyear
received his patent on vulcaniz-
ing, anesthesia was patented
by a fellow named Wells. Rela-
tively speaking, Wells's discov-
ery made getting your teeth
pulled a moderately painless
experience, so teeth were be-
ing pulled left and right. This
meant, of course, that the de-
mand for false teeth was rising
proportionately. Before vulca-
nization, denture bases had
been made primarily of gold
and were both costly and diffi-
cult to make. After vulcaniza-
tion, denture bases could be
made of vulcanized rubber set
in plaster molds. This process
did not demand a great deal of
skill, and soon scores of den-
tists had small, round vulca-
nizers with which to ply their
trade. These were called "den-
tal pot" vulcanizers and would
be used eventually to manufac-
ture the first rubber stamps.

Early Days in the
Rubber Stamp
Industry

Early stamp makers
tended to be colorful, and many
frontier-like exploits dot the
landscape. Louis K. Scotford
and his companion Will Day set
off across Indian Territory to
the settlements in Texas car-
rying their stamp-making
equipment in an old lumber

wagon. The country was wild
and rugged in 1876, frequented
by bandits and Indians. L.K.
and Will solicited orders dur-
ing the day, made the stamps
at night, and delivered the fol-
lowing day in time for the in-
trepid pair to harness up and
head out once again. It was a
romantic adventure and not
unprofitable. At the end of their
three thousand-mile trek, the
two returned to St. Louis with
two twenty-five-pound shot
bags filled with silver dollars.

Charles Klinkner, who es-
tablished his West Coast stamp
house in 1873, would have
been the pride of any modern-
day publicity agent. Kinkner
was prone to calling attention
to his wares in startling, unor-
thodox ways. He rode around
San Francisco and Oakland in
a little red cart drawn by a don-
key rakishly dyed a rainbow of
colors. To make his stamps
sound like something extra
special, he advertised them as
"Red Rubber Stamps," and
people were convinced it meant
something. At the time, almost
all stamps were made from red-
colored rubber. Ah, the power
of suggestion. 

History of Rubber Stamps
continued from page 5

Todd
General
Store

Once upon a time, the
town of Todd was the largest
community in Ashe and Wa-
tauga Counties. In the heyday
of the Virginia Creeper Rail-
road, trainloads of lumber
made their way out of the “Lost
Provinces” to build other
homes and businesses.

Folk met at the Todd Gen-
eral store for food, supplies and
fellowship. The train quit com-
ing in 1932 after all the timber
was cut, but the General Store
is still in business supplying
the same needs today.

Learn more about Todd in
the June 1999 National Geo-
graphic article, The New River’s
Deep Soul. 
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114 N. Jefferson Ave • West Jefferson
(336) 246-8668 • web: www.rampottery.com

Email us: rampottery@fastransit.net

“We discovered that
pottery is a never

ending journey; and
the overwhelming joy
arrived when we real-

ized the path itself
was the reward.”

Pottery Made on Premises

sometimes closed on Tues & Wed
10–5 other days
1-5 Sunday

Mantels & More

The History
of the Rubber
Stamp
From "The Rubber Stamp Album"
by Joni K. Miller & Lowry
Thompson, 1978, Workman
Publishing, New York:

Charles Marie de la
Condamine, French scientist
and explorer of the scenic Ama-
zon River, had no idea there
would ever be such a thing as
a rubber stamp when he sent
a sample of "India" rubber to
the Institute de France in Paris
in 1736.

Prior to de la Condamine,
Spanish explorers had noted
that certain South American
Indian tribes had a lighthearted
time playing ball with a sub-
stance that was sticky and
bounced, but it failed to rouse
their scientific curiosity.

The June 1918 issue of
Stamp Trade News indicates
that "rubber stamps were made
hundreds of years ago by South
American Indians for printing
on the body the patterns which
they wished to tattoo," but we
have been unable to verify this
was actually the case. In New
Zealand today, a version of
such tattooing is making a hit
in the form of rubber stamp
"skin markers" which bear in-
tricate figures of birds, snakes,
flowers, tribal symbols, etc.

It wasn't until some thirty-
four years after de la
Condamine sent his rubber
care package home that Sir
Joseph Priestley, the discoverer
of oxygen, noted: "I have seen
a substance excellently
adapted to the purpose of wip-
ing from paper the mark of
black lead pencil." In 1770 it
was a novel idea to rub out
(hence the name rubber) pen-
cil marks with the small cubes
of rubber, called "peaux de
negres" by the French. Alas, the
cubes were both expensive and
scarce, so most folks continued
to rub out their errors with
bread crumbs. Rubber limped

along since attempts to put the
substance to practical use were
thwarted by its natural ten-
dency to become a rotten, evil-
smelling mess the instant the
temperature changed.

Enter Charles Goodyear,
who became obsessed with
solving the whole sticky ques-
tion once and for all. During his
lifetime, Goodyear was judged
to be a crackpot of epic propor-
tions. Leaving his hardware
business, he began working on
the problem in his wife's
kitchen, spending hours mix-
ing up bizarre brews of rubber
and castor oil, rubber and pep-
per, rubber and salt, rubber
and heaven knows what.

In 1839 while fooling
around in a kitchen, Goodyear
accidentally dropped some
rubber mixed with sulphur on
top of a hot stove. Instead of
turning into a gooey mess, the
rubber "cured." It was still flex-
ible the next day. The process,
involving a mixture of gum
elastic, sulphur, and heat was
dubbed vulcanization, after
Vulcan, the Roman god of fire.
Vulcanized, rubber lost its sus-
ceptibility to changes in tem-
perature. The discovery paved
the way for hundreds of prac-
tical applications of rubber. In
June 1844, Goodyear patented
for his process. Never one to
rest on his laurels, Goodyear
turned his formidable energies
to developing a multiplicity of
uses for rubber. These continu-
ing experiments were costly
and, bless his soul, in 1860
Goodyear died two hundred
thousand dollars in debt. His
last words reflected the pattern
of his life: "I die happy, others
can get rich."

Prelude to the Invention
of the Rubber Stamp

A basic assumption must
be made that if the word
"stamp" is used to refer to a
marking device prior to 1864,
it does not refer to a rubber
one.

Some background on this
somewhat hair-splitting prob-
lem: Metal printing-stamps,
also called hand stamps or
mechanical hand stamps, pre-
ceded rubber ones by six to
eight years. Prior to 1860, hand
stamps enjoyed limited use.
Their heyday commences with

“Mantels and More of
North Carolina is a small one
man - one dog custom wood-
working shop”, says Jack
Briedenbach. He and wife Kitty
bring a unique blend of talents
to Ashe County.

Kitty began quilting four
years ago, and is known for her
distinctive style. Sometimes
called watercolor quilting, Kitty
prefers the term “Impression-
istic”. Combining a multitude
of fabrics in a variety of shapes,
she “paints” beautiful pictures
in her quilts and wall hangings.
She has won the Sparta Quilt
show for the last two years, and
received the Asheville People’s
Choice Award last year.

Mantels & More exhibits at
several Art & Craft shows in the
Southeast and Eastern U.S. as
well as at various galleries.

Mantles & More have their
West Jefferson showroom/
workshop at 405 S. Jefferson
Ave. It contains Jack, his dog
Bear, his tools, and an assort-

ment of his products and
projects, including, oddly
enough, mantels, butcher
block tables, Scandinavian
Sleigh tables, and more.
Mantles are available in a vari-
ety of woods including:
• Standard Oak - Natural,

golden oak, medium and
dark.

• Quarter Sawn Oak - Natural
or golden oak

• Wormy Oak - Natural,
golden, medium and dark

• Maple - Natural, medium
and dark

• Wormy Maple - Natural
• Cherry - Light, medium &

Dark
• Walnut - Natural and dark
• Mahogany - medium and

dark
• Chestnut - Natural and light
• Poplar

 Stop by and smell the
sawdust!

You can also find Jack on
the web at www.mantelsandmore.com

continued on page 13
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“Virginia Creeper at Stike’s Hollar”
West Jefferson Artist Stephen S. Shoemaker’s Third print

in his series honoring the history of the train which once
ran through Ashe County.

Call Stephen Shoemaker at 336-246-3401 for availability.

Historic Limited Edition Prints
by Stephen Shoemaker

Each color is surrounded by
thin black lines, creating a mo-
saic ef fect similar to a
freeformed stained glass win-
dow. Some stones are predomi-
nantly one color, others reflect
the entire spectrum. Reds and
oranges are the most common
ammonite hues while blue is
rare and more valuable. Al-
though the an-
cient shells from
which opalescent
aragonite is de-
rived are fairly
common gem-
quality pieces are
difficult to find.

The shell had
to have been
crushed after
burial. Although
whole shells are
beautiful fossils in
their own right, and
may even show broad
planes of reds or
browns where their mother-of-
pearl remains intact, they are
never of gem quality. Opales-
cent aragonite's spectacular
colors are the result of the com-
bination of elements that were
added or taken away from the
original mother -of-pearl.
Crushing allowed more reac-
tion to occur, resulting in more
color.

Orthoceros are another
variety of prehistoric cephalo-
pods, related to the modern day
squids. Orthoceros had a long
spike of a shell and fed on tri-
lobites. Its fossil remains, when
polished, form dramatic black
and white spikes that are of-
ten used as mantle pieces or

for especially beautiful collect-
able fossils.

Found today only as fos-
sils, Trilobites were sea crea-
tures related to modern day
insects, spiders, centipedes,
crabs and lobsters. They are
named for the 3 longitudinal
lobes of their bodies. A raised
middle lobe begins at the head
and runs down into the tail. A
flatter lobe is present at each
side of the middle one. Like all

arthropods, trilo-
bites had to molt in
order to grow. Many
have facial sutures
across the head
shield where the
skeleton would split
so the animal could
crawl out of its out-
grown exoskeleton.
Many trilobite fossils
are shed skeletons
and lack part of the
head shield. A speci-
men containing the
entire head shield
represents the death

of that individual. There are
about 10,000 known species of
trilobites ranging in size from
5mm to over 70cm (2 feet) Their
fossil remains have been found
on every continent of the world.

See examples of these fos-
sils, as well as Indian artifacts,
local art and a wide variety of
silver jewelery, gemstone bead
work utilizing stones such as
hematitie, agate and more. at
Silver Designs in Glendale
Springs. Lou Eremita and wife,
Lisa invite you to discover fine
craftsmanship at affordable
prices.

See their ad on page 6. 

gifts or elements for
your own home’s
decorations.

One of the
things that may
catch your eye at
Captured Earth is
their decorative
gourd creations.
Commonly used as
birdhouses, Cap-
tured Earth takes
them to a new level

of ornamentation. One of their specialties is the Rain Gourd,
feminine version of the “rain stick”. These noisemakers contain
a variety of small objects, such as beans, pebbles, birdseed or
rice which fall through
a lattice of bamboo
skewers when they are
turned over to produce
a hissing, tinkling
sound.

While you are visit-
ing Captured Earth,
stop next door at Sweet
Aromas, where you will
find gourmet coffees,
roasted locally for fresh-
ness. Sweet Aromas fea-
tures fresh baked
breads, muffins and
scones, as well as fla-
vored coffees and a wide
variety of teas. Open
early for your conve-
nience, you may want to
try their fragrant Cinna-
mon and Orange Rolls
to help start your day of
shopping. 

Kitty Farley’s Santas are ready to enchant.

The fiber creations of Barbara Cotter

Gemstones From an
Ancient Sea
continued from page 7

Order yours today!

Chuckles:

Why is the word abbreviation so long?

When companies ship styrofoam, what do they pack it in?

How come SUPERMAN could stop bullets with his chest, but

always ducked when someone threw a gun at him?

Why does SOUR CREAM have an Expiration date?
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Across the street from the Holy Trinity
Church in Glendale Springs is the
area’s largest selection of local and world-

wide crafts and gifts. Treasures waiting to be discov-
ered include: Cards, books, candles, jewelry,
collectibles, Tom Clark gnomes, sculptures, Celtic
designs, Christmas ornaments and more. You can
find a diverse selection of traditional music tapes:
Celtic, traditional mountain music, and many oth-
ers, and happen upon a live dulcimer demonstra-
tion by Michael Bell. The secrets of the universe are
probably somewhere in The Greenhouse Crafts Shop,
if one knew where to look.

Just off the Parkway at Milepost 259 • Glendale Springs

Felt Hats by Joanie Bell

Our new entrance!

336-982-2618
Open Every Day 10 to 5

Glendale Springs... S
ilver D

esign
s
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Open 10 to 5 or 6
336-982-4102 • SilverDesign@fastransit.net

• Sterling Silver Jewelry

• Original Paintings

• Stained Glass & Crafts by

Local & Regional Artists

• Fossil & Mineral Specimens

• Gemstone Bead Necklaces

Silver Designs By Lou
E. Studio and Gallery is lo-
cated in Glendale Springs on
Hwy. 16, just off the Blue
Ridge Parkway. A wide vari-
ety of handmade silver jew-
elry such as earrings, rings,
hair combs, belt buckles and
barrettes gleam from the
cases inside. Silversmith
Lou Eremita is intrigued by
the unusual, displaying Bal-
tic amber, and working in
polished fossilized mastodon
and walrus tusk in addition
to the more familiar precious
and semiprecious stones.
Gemstone bead necklaces
by Lesa are available in a
wide variety of sizes and
stone.

A deck and ramp gives
wheelchair access to the
shop. Studio and Gallery are
open 7 days per week.

Lou & Lesa Silversmiths
Member Southern Highland

Handcraft Guild

New gardens
with walking
paths are in
full bloom!

• Sterling Silver Jewelry

• Original Paintings

• Stained Glass & Crafts by

Local & Regional Artists

• Fossil & Mineral Specimens

• Gemstone Bead Necklaces
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gallery and studios
local and regional women artisans
classes in jewelry making, marbling, gourd vessels, basket weaving and more.
jewelry making supplies, dyes, paints, etc.

in the Old Hotel Building
 • downtown West Jefferson, NC

336-246-2914
CapturdEarth@skybest.com

while
 shopping at
Captured Earth, discover

Sweet Aromas
Bakery & Coffee Shop

Gallery Open 10-5 Tuesday through Saturday,
Bakery open 7-3

closed Sunday & Monday

Ready for you in the
morning...

we bake fresh
daily!

Captured Earth &
Sweet Aromas

A new gallery in West Jefferson features good taste, in both
senses of the word Captured Earth and Sweet Aromas are sister
businesses located in downtown West Jefferson, in the Old Ho-
tel building at the center of town.

“A lot of women in this area are very talented, but they
don’t know how to promote themselves, or before promotion,
even confident enough to feel that what they do is worth any-

thing. Instead of sticking it in
the closet, or the yard sale, we
want to let them know that
there are a lot of people who
would want to have what they
have created. Many people
loose sight of their creative
side. Everyone is creative, it’s
just that many don’t allow
themselves to spend the time
to develop that side.”

So says Paula Williams,
co-owner of Captured Earth
Gallery, with Jacky Brown.
With work from over 26 arti-
sans, the gallery is the shared
vision of the two, who desire to
promote the talent of women,
make fine crafts affordable to
local people, and have a place
with a comfortable atmosphere
and “touchable” exposure to
the creations of their artisans.

In October, the gallery will
feature clay artist Susan
Lebzeter of Boone. Her cre-
ations incorporate the impres-
sions of wildflowers and local
plants as decorative elements.

In November, Barbara Cot-
ter, of Crumpler, a weaver and
fiber artist will be featured.
Look for her hats, mittens and
scarves, as well as other cre-

ations in wool and mohair in a
variety of beautiful colors on
display now. December’s Art-
ist will be a wood carver from
Abingdon, Virginia, Kitty
Farley. Her lively carvings of
Santa make perfect Christmas

The clay creations of Susan
Lebzeter will be featured in
October.
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One of the great attrac-
tions to the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains is the music. The
wonderful melodies and
rhythms of bluegrass and
mountain music have become
almost global in their following.
One of the nice things about
music is that you can carry it
with you, wherever you go, and
there’s nothing better to play
mountain music on than one
of the dulcimers to be found at
Greenhouse Crafts. The follow-
ing is a (very) short course on
the variety of instruments
available:

Hammer dulcimers come
in many sizes, and in the shape
of a tapered rectangle.  They are
sized by the number of courses,
or sets of strings, that are in-
cluded in each instrument.
Each note has two strings,
much like a piano (which has
as many as 3 per note).  The
smallest  the Greenhouse car-
ries is the 10/11 at $189.  The
12/11, 15/14, and 16/15 are
progressively larger sizes (and
prices!). Beautiful wood and
workmanship make these heir-
loom instruments.

Mountain dulcimers look
like a stretched out guitar, and
have  many names.  Appala-
chian Dulcimer, Fretted dulci-
mer, Lap dulcimer.  They are
historically much more com-
mon in the Blue Ridge, prob-
ably because they are so much

easier and cheaper to build.
Greenhouse’s dulcimers are
handmade in Claremont, NC.
They come with a variety of
woods and decorative sound
holes.

Greenhouse’s best selling
instrument is the lap harp or
plucked psaltry.  It comes in
two sizes and has several hun-
dred tune sheets that can be
inserted under the strings and
followed in a dot-to-dot man-
ner.  It is great for all ages 5-95
and are especially handy for
those who don't have a great
ear as playing the tunes is so
much easier than reading mu-
sic.

Strumsticks have the
same fret-work as a mountain
dulcimer but are played in the
same over the shoulder man-
ner as a guitar. (But easier).
They come in two sizes, regu-
lar (in D) and grand (in G).

Tin whistles are stocked
from the original design by
Clarke made since the early
1800's. Harmonicas are a pe-
rennial favorite. Tuners,
stands, cases and instruction
manuals round out the collec-
tion.

You are also invited to
browse the extensive collection
of tapes and CDs also at the
greenhouse. These are even
easier to play, especially while
you are driving  back home! 

Everywhere...

GEMSTONES
FROM AN
ANCIENT SEA

A long, long time ago,
ago in a shallow prehis-
toric sea, a ravenous rep-
tile sank its peg-like teeth
into a meter-wide shell of
an ammonite. The ammo-
nite fought for its life with
its tentacles, but was no
match the nine meter-
long mosasaur. The croco-
dilian reptile extracted the
mollusc's squid shaped body
from its shell and devoured it.
The punctured empty shell
sank slowly to the sea floor,
where it was eventually buried
and crushed by tons of mud
flowing in from a nearby river.

Today the lining of that
shell has become one of the
most unusual gemstones.
Opalescent Aragonite. The
word refers to ammonite, the
name of the extinct animal that

lived in the shell, and the gems
brilliant display of reflected
light

Ammonite is the smooth
inner surface of the shell and
as such, is really fossilized
mother of pearl. But unlike
modern mother of pearl, opal-
escent aragonite displays daz-
zling primary colors. Red,
orange, yellow, green and blue
flash across its flat surface.

The Gallery
& Gallery
Shop:
Exhibits change every six weeks
featuring the best in local & regional art work!

Open Mon.—Fri. 9:00 am until 4:00 pm, Sat. 10;00 am until 4:00 pm.

Located in the foyer, featuring the works of many lo-
cal artists and craftspersons, the Gallery Shop is a
favorite stop for local residents and tourists alike.
Included in the shop are handmade baskets, sterling
silver and clay jewelry, note cards, photos and origi-
nal paintings and prints, quilts and quilted gift items,
pottery and stoneware, wooden toys, wooden carving
boards and lazy susans, sculpture, stained glass,
Christmas ornaments, tapes and CDs, books,
garden art and other items guaranteed to delight!
Coffee House Talent Night:
An evening of fun awaits you, bringing with it the
best in local entertainment, coffee and great desserts,
and a casual atmosphere with lots of fun folks.
Admission is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for students.
November’s Coffee House will be on the 20th. Call Ashe
County Arts Council art 246-ARTS for performer
schedules and location.

Visit us on the web at  www.lostprovince.com/ashe-arts.

Located in the historic Ashe Arts Center
in downtown West Jefferson.

continued on page 12
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tion. The burners run off a
1,000 gallon propane tank.

Located beside the main
furnace is a small, square unit
known as a pipe warmer. A
burner sends a tongue of blue
flame roaring over a selection
of blowpipes and punties, or
solid metal rods used to hold
work in progress. The metal
needs to be at red heat before
the molten glass will adhere to
the tips. Further to the right are
a large and a small reheating
furnace, or "Glory Holes", lined
with space-age ceramic fiber
insulation that reflects heat
from the burners back into the
interior, keeping the furnaces'
temperature at 1,900 degrees.

Ding takes a blowpipe
from the warmer, and reaches
into the main furnace with it
for a gather. The molten glass
behaves much like honey as
the craftsman turns the blow-
pipe over and over to keep the
mass from dripping off. She
chills the gather by rolling it on
the marver; a thick, smooth
steel plate, it absorbs heat from
the surface and provides a
"skin" to blow against. More
glass is added to the gather by
dipping the pipe back into the
furnace until the chosen
amount is obtained. This is the
starting point, from which may

Splendor in the Glass
continued from page 1

continued on page 15

be produced a squat, solid paperweight, a soar-
ing fluted vase or a rotund goblet, as inspira-
tion leads.

The form is manipulated in a number of
ways with hand tools that have remained un-
changed since the days of the Pharaohs.
Paddles; blocks, or cup-shaped pieces of wood,
used wet; shears; glassworkers tweezers and
jacks; hooks and ice-picks, even a pad of wet
newspaper persuade the material into the form
held in the artist's mind. For a paperweight,
Ding applies colored glass powders to the hot
surface and covers them with another layer of

Ding begins to draw out the tail
of the ornament, and snips the
tip off with shears.

The glass furnace

Rolling out the gather on the marver.

“Jacking” the gather, to give it a neck and help
control the blown shape.

The glass is blown into a form to
give it a ribbed shape.

Attaching a bit of molten glass for
a handle.
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Sponsor List:
1:.........Ashe Arts Center pg 7
2: .........Blueberry Hill Rubber Stamps pg 2
3: .........Captured Earth & Sweet Aromas pg 11
4: .........De Pree Studio & Gallery pg 3
5: .........Greenhouse Crafts pg 6
6: ......... Lost Province Productions pg 15
7: .........Mantles & More pg 4
8: .........Ram Pottery pg 5
9: ......... Stephen Shoemaker pg 12
10: ....... Silver Designs by Lou E. pg 6
11: ....... The Todd General Store pg 14

Sights to See:
1:......... Frescoes
2: .........Murals

New River Traditions (corner of Main & Jefferson)

Ashe County History (beside Ashe Arts Center)

Mount Jefferson  (in storage: to be reinstalled beside

new AF Bank Building)

11

1

Mandatory Disclaimer: Maps are representations
only and are not drawn to scale. The Arts
Companion is not responsible for any pleasant
drives you may have as a result of trying to follow
these maps.

221 Bus.

88

194

194

88

Warrensville

Todd

to Hwy 421

North 
Fork 

New 
River

to Boone &

Trade, Tenn.

221

1

The gardens at Greenhouse
Crafts, in Glendale Springs

A Trilobite fossil. Similar rare
finds can be discovered at

Silver Designs, in Glendale
Springs

4

Ding Denlinger begins work on
a glass ornament, Jefferson
Photo by Ric Kolseth

3
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We hope you enjoy your visit to Ashe County.

Please tell our Sponsors that you found them in
theArts Companion of Ashe County.
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16

88
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221      to Sparta & Independence

16

to Marion, Va

Grassy
Creek

Idelwild Rd

16  to North

Wilkesoro

Parkway
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Blue

Blue Ridge

Parkway

Glendale
Springs

Jefferson

Airport

South 
Fork 

New 
River

South 
Fork 

New 
River

Fleetwood

St. Mary’s Fresco Church.
Photo by Ed Reed

One of Ashe County's best known attractions are the Churches of the
Frescoes: the Episcopal churches of St. Mary's, in West Jefferson,
and the Holy Trinity Church, in Glendale Springs. These structures
have become relatively famous in the last decade or so as the settings
for a series of paintings by artist Ben Long.

Composite photo of an Ashe
County Rainbow
Photo by Ric Kolseth

Lenore De Pree at work,
West Jefferson
Photo by Ric Kolseth

Beautiful agate captures the
sun at Silver Designs, in

Glendale Springs.
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